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Dear Sir

RE: HOUSING AFFORDABILITY AND GENTRIFICATION 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am writing you this letter to request that you incorporate some measures that will help address the issue of gentrification and housing affordability. As a community, we encourage gentrification as it has some positive impacts especially on the economy in our cities and neighborhoods but looking at both sides of the coin; it has some major adverse impacts on the low income families who are the majority. When the new wealthy individuals come to a community, they bring about changes that revolve around increment of the cost of housing and the general cost of living in that community. In most cases, the low income families are forced to move out of the neighborhoods because they cannot afford the increased housing costs. Most of them move to crowded apartments and others even become homeless. When this happens, the wealthier take their spots and replace them. On this end, gentrification does not only displace the low income households but also replaces them. 
Therefore, for the sake of our people, the low income households, who are the majority, I am writing this to request that you intervene promoting the neighborhoods while protecting the low income families. Both the rent stabilized and the low income households never wish to leave their neighborhood because it is their homes. It has sentiments that are stronger and powerful than rent increases. However, the low income families who happen to remain in the neighborhoods after gentrification either live in substandard houses or pay a larger percentage of their income on rent. Those who cannot afford are often displaced. Displacements do damaging life changes to the victims ranging from loss of livelihood, jobs, businesses, schooling and even self-esteem. 
Some of the measures I would recommend that you intervene with to solve this matter are; preserving already exiting affordable houses (Ha, 2014).  I request that you consider employing regulatory measures on gentrification. As such, notifying the “gentrifiers” to preserve the already existing affordable housing while they develop an area would help significantly in ensuring that the concerns of the low income individuals are considered. By so doing, even when an area is gentrified, the already existing affordable housing will still be available for the low income families within the same neighborhood. This will reduce or completely put an end to regular displacements of the low income households.
Finally, I recommend that you also intervene by encouraging or notifying the “gentrifiers” to engage the residents of a given community before commencing the gentrifying process. This is by consulting the community on what would be best for both parties. I believe that renewed investment in urban areas may bring about benefits that the long time residents in gentrifying neighborhoods may connect with. I therefore humbly request that you formulate a policy that discourages the developers from making changes in the neighborhoods without considering the regards and concerns for the existing members of the neighborhood. The policy should also encourage the developers to recognize that housing affordability and displacement of residents are not the only concerns but incorporating and seeking the participation and collaboration with the already existing residents could enhance success in the coping strategies. I hope you will consider my request that seeks to promote neighborhoods while protecting the low income families. 
Yours Sincerely 
Put your name here 
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